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The EU AI Act can be a complex and confusing 
regulation to understand. The Knowledge Centre 
Data & Society therefore created a tool that allows 
organisations to evaluate major points of attention 
under the regulation. It enables organisations to 
identify what kind of AI system (AIS) or model (AIM) 
they are working with, whether it falls within the 
scope of the AI Act, and what their respective role(s) 
and obligations may be.

In this brainfood, we give an overview of the 
six-step approach used in the tool to determine 
which rules apply to an AI-related project. It allows 
organisations to perform a first analysis of the 
potential impact of the AI Act. Each step is further 
elaborated on in the tool. 

The approach starts with establishing whether 
a system or application could be a prohibited or 
high-risk AI system. 

This first step looks at what systems are 
prohibited (in accordance with article 5 AI Act) 
and if any exception is applicable. 

The fourth step entails assessing whether the AI 
system/model can be considered an “AI system” 
under the AI Act. Attention should also be paid 
to the definition of general-purpose AI models 
(GPAIM). 

If an organisation deals with a high-risk AI 
system, or a system with additional transparency 
requirements, the question is what role the 
organisation takes on under the AI Act; provider, 
deployer, third-party supplier, manufacturer, 
importer, distributor, or multiple roles?

If it is clear that the system is allowed, then 
organisations should look at whether the system 
may qualify as high-risk (Annex I/Type 1 or 
Annex III/Type 2) in step 4. 

Regardless of the system or model being high-
risk or not, they must also verify whether it falls 
under the scope of Article 50 AI Act, which 
imposes certain transparency requirements on 
specific AI systems.

Lastly, once all previous steps have been 
completed and the organisation understands 
what type of AI system or model they are 
working with and what their role is under the AI 
Act, the question is “What are the corresponding 
obligations?”

1. PROHIBITED AI SYSTEM?

4. AI SYSTEM / MODEL & GPAIM?

5. ACTORS IN THE AI ACT

2. HIGH RISK AI SYSTEM?

3. TRANSPARENCY REQUIREMENTS

6. CORRESPONDING OBLIGATIONS
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Consult our tool for all the details:  
‘The EU AI Act in six steps’. 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://data-en-maatschappij.ai/en/tools/the-eu-ai-act-in-6-steps

